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“River Lights believes in culture, community and connectedness. In order to best engage 
and support our community, we feel it is a necessity to incorporate the needs of the 
environment in all of our actions. Our reach may be modest, quite literally just over the 
counter in many cases, but we consider our impact to be positive and lasting. It is with this 
hope that we approach every day with mindfulness and awareness. The Petal Project has 
helped us to have concrete goals to meet or exceed, allowing us to focus on progress.”

– Sue Davis, Owner, River Lights Bookstore
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The Petal Project is a green business certification program designed to 
encourage organizations in the Dubuque area to adopt environmentally 
friendly business practices. The program provides businesses with a 
simple framework for saving money and resources while establishing a 
community-wide definition of a green business for consumers wishing to 
shop based on their values.  

The Petal Project is divided into five categories. Within each category, a 
business must complete all of the mandatory and a specified number of 
optional criteria to earn that petal. Once the business has earned all five 
petals, it is “Petal Certified”. River Lights Bookstore is the sixth business in 
Dubuque County to be fully certified.



Water Conservation
River Lights conserves water by using low-flow toilets and water aerators. They monitor water usage to ensure no 
leaking or drips.

Waste Reduction
River Lights reuses, recycles or repurposes all packing materials, mandating that any shipment from the store uses 
previously received materials for freight or packing. They use recyclable or sustainable materials for everyday use 
and when hosting events.

Energy Conservation
River Lights installed a screen door and uses fans whenever practical to reduce dependency on climate control 
systems. They use CFL and LED bulbs in all light fixtures.

Pollution Prevention
River Lights encourages employees to bike, walk, carpool or ride The Jule to work by offering incentives. They also 
provide a bike repair kit for staff and downtown riders.

Staff Education
River Lights utilizes e-mail and texting for staff communication and are set up to use web conferencing for author 
events. They also extend education beyond the staff to their customers by seeking out and offering recycled, 
recyclable and sustainable products for sale.

The Petal Project is a program of Prosperity Eastern Iowa, partially 
funded by the Dubuque Racing Association and DMASWA.


